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SUMMARY

In a survey of 26 stray cats collected from
different areas in DBaghdad. Each calt examined for
ecloparasiles and gastroinlesltinal parasiles. All cals
examined were harbouring one or more species. The high
rate of infection was found with Diplopylidium columbae
and Physaloplera preputialis (82.6%).

Exlernal parasiles recorded in Lthis sludy were
Rhuipicephalus species and Clenocephalus felis.

INTRODUCTION

The earliesl reporl on belminlhs of cal in Iraq was
by Machatlie el al (1). Al-Dabagh ek al (2) recorded
Opisthorchis tenuicollis from cats & dogs in Baghdad and
Bashra provinces. Salman (3) examined 84 cals from
Baghdad area and 84 cals from Kirkuk area. Morsy el
al<*?, also, examined 57 domestic cals in Cairo and
found differenl species of helminlh parasiles.

The close associalion of man with his domestic
animals (dogs and cals) 1lead to serious problems of
public health 1like encephalilis and granulomatous
lesions of the eye caused by toxocariasis, Woodruff et
al (5). 'The aim of this study was to determine the
prevalence of helminthus and ectoparasites of slray cats

in Baghdad areas.
o

MATERTALS AND METHODS

Twenty-six slray cals were collected from different
arcas of Baghdad province. Skin of each cat was




examined in order Lto estimate the infestation of
ccltoparasites. Alfter calks were sacrificed, the
gaslroinleslinal tracls were opened, the stomach, small
and large inlestine conlenls were scraped, washed, then
preserved in 10% formaline.  The washed conlenls were
examined and helminlhes were collected for
identification and counting Dby using dissecling
microscope.

RESULTS

Out of 26 cats examined for helminths infection,
each cat was infected with at 1least one species of
parasitic helminth. Table (1) shows the prevalence of
nine helminths and two arthropodes species detected in
cats examined. The mosltl common cestode was
Diplopylidium columbae with infection rate (82.6%), also
P. prepulialis recorded a high rate of infection
(82.0%).

Prevalence of parasitic helminths were higher in
female than male (Table 1).

In lhe presenl sltudy, Lhe ectoparasiles found were
Rhipicephalus spp. which was occured in four cats(17.4%)
oxamined, and Cltenocephalus felis occured in one cat
4. 3%




Table 1: Prevalence of parasiltic helminths in 26 stray catls
from Baghdad area

Parasite Female Male Total

Helminths:

Diplopylidium columbae 10 (43.5)
Physaloptera preputialis 2 (52.2)
Diplopylidium nollerii 10 (43.5)

(39.1) 19 (82.6)
. (30.4) 19 (82.6)
(34.8) 18 (78.3)

NS NO

Pneumonema 5 (20.7) (21.7) 10 (43.5)
Taenia hydatigena 3 (13.04) (30.4) 10 (43.5)
Joyeuxiella pasqualei 3 (13.04) 3(13.04) 6.(26.08)
Dipylidium caninum Gl 234) Lo (4.3) ar 21 7)
Toxocara cali 2 (8.7) 1.5 (4.3 3+ (13.04)
Diplopylidium acanthotetra 1 (4.3) 1 (4.3) 2 (8.7)
Arthropodes:

Rhipicephalus 2 (8.7) 25(8.7) 4 h)
Clenocephalus felis 0) 1o 4.3l - 6. 3)

DISCUSS10N

In this study, 26 cals were examined for helminths and
ccloparasites in Baghdad area.

All cals examined were found to be harbouring one or
more parasiles. Al-Saeed (6) found Lhalt 93.3% of 30
domeslic cals in Mosul area were infected with one or
more parasiles, while Salman (3) found thalt 97.7% of 84
cats in Baghdad province and 70.2% of similar number of
domestic cals in Kirkuk province infecled with one or
more species of helminths.

In this study, the prevalence of D. columbae was
82.6%, Followed byPneumonema (43.5%), T.hydatigena
(43.5%), D. acathotetra (8.7%), and tick Rhipicephalus
(17.4%). Molan et al (7) did not recorded any of these
parasites in Arbil area.




Dipylidium caninum found in five (21.7%) of the calts
examined, and this result was different with that
recorded by Salman (3) who reported 50.0% and 79.8% of
cals examined from Kirkuk and Baghdad respectively,and

also with Gurlap (8) in Turkey (47.0%) .

The low rate of infection with D. caninum obtained
in this sltudy may be related to the lower infestation of
cals with flea C. felis.
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